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NCLRA President Bill Bischoffôs Girlfriend Kari poses 

with her Pink Polecat Sport Goodyear entry. Not sure  

if sheôs the Pilot or Mechanic. See story inside. 
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Torque Roll Issue #143 

April  2019 

TO 



PRESIDENT - Bill Bischoff 
 

2019 NATS registration is now open. Here is the schedule. 

Despite multiple attempts, I could never get AMA to correct 

the unofficial event schedule. Since you don't need to sign up 

in advance for unofficial events, I recommend that you don't 

bother. 

Monday 7/15/19:         F2C team race, Mouse I                                                 

Tuesday 7/16/19:        AMA slow rat, AMA Goodyear                   

Wednesday 7/17/19:  Quickie Rat, super slow rat/Fox race                                 

Thursday, 7/18/19:    Clown race, sportsman Goodyear 

. 

District Rep. elections are held in odd numbered years. 

Nominations are open until April 30. Current reps may run 

again, as there are no term limits. Challengers are also 

welcome (often by the incumbents), so if you want to serve 

your district, then by all means go for it. Nominees will be 

listed in the June Torque Roll. The Northwest District is 

currently vacant, and the Southeast will be open as Jim 

Bradley is stepping down. Check the NCLRA bylaws at 

nclra.org for a description of the Rep's duties before 

nominating yourself or someone else, and if nominating 

someone else, please get their consent first! Send your 

nominations to Les Akre.  

NCLRA Hall o f Fame nominations are also open until April 

30. A full description of the process is on the web site under 

"NCLRA Awards". 

 

 

SOUTH CENTRAL -  Bill Bischoff 
 

This is where the report of the Presidents' Day contest should 

be, but there's nothing to report. The weather was cold and 

windy enough that we all decided not to fly. So it goes... 

Our Spring Warm Up is scheduled for April 26-28. We will 

have seven racing events, plus speed, plus a speed limit 

combat event. We are looking forward to seeing Charlie 

Johnson from California, and Bob Oge, Tim Stone, and Al 

Stone from Illinois, along with our locals and not-so-locals. Of 

course, we'd love to see You, too. Check out the contest flyer 

in this issue. 

 

MIDWEST -  Bob Heywood 
 

The Midwest racing scene has been much too quiet for far too 

long but that is changing. T. J. Vieira decided to park his R/C 

helicopters and take up C/L flying. He hooked up with the 

Dayton Buzzinô Buzzards and started flying sport / stunt 

planes. Along the way I took the opportunity to talk up the 

wider world of C/L. The resultéT. J. is well along with the 

build of a Margaret June Sportsman Goodyear. The project is 

currently in the paint shop. 

 

A couple of long time Buzzard members, Ed Wallace and 

Jerry Haupt, have also returned to racing on a limited basis. As 

AMA Seniors in the early 1970ôs, Ed, Jerry, and the late Tim 

Zimmer were very strong competitors here in the Midwest and 

scored impressive wins at the last of the Chicago NATS. 

Today Ed and Jerry are racing in the Brodak Foxberg event. 

Ed just put the finishing touches on Goldberg (Brodak) Buster 

powered by a Fox 35 Stunt. He also has a Cosmic Wind with a 

Brodak .25. The Brodak Foxberg event is designed to fit with 

the culture of the annual Brodak Fly-In and appeal to a wide 

audience. But, itôs still racing and when the flag drops things 

get serious. 

 

 
T. J. Vieira has a new Margaret June Sport Goodyear, 

almost ready for paint. 

 

 
The Brodak Buster Foxberg entry of Ed Wallace.  

 

 
Bob Heywoodôs new ñMongrelò Fox Racer inherited from 

fellow modeller Eric Williams. 



I have a Texas Quickie Rat well on the way. The plane is a 

tribute to the late Jerry Martin and is based on his Log series 

of Rat Racers that stretched back into the late 1950ôs. Most of 

the Logs were upright, all wood designs but his last one was a 

sidewinder with a single wheel. Professionally, Jerry was an 

aeronautical engineer employed at Wright-Patterson AFB. His 

planes looked very basic, maybe even crude, but his aero 

knowledge went into the important parts, especially the wing, 

and they were fast. 

 

 
Bob Heywoodôs new Quickie Rat Model on the board. See 

column for details. 

 

Iôm also working with a Fox Racer, The Mongrel, inherited 

from my partner-in-crime, Eric Williams. The wing uses cut 

down Corehouse Gotcha 400 foam wing cores skinned with 

two layers of silkspan adhered with wall paper paste. The 

finish is water based urethane. It works out pretty well. This 

particular plane was never raced so I need to get it dialed in.  

 

All for now. 

 

ñFly LowéFly Fastò 

 

SOUTHWEST -  Doug Mayer 
 

SW District Officer:   Last month our president Bill Bischoff 

announced that it óTis the season for electionsò. Well, I spoke 

to Ron Duly and pre-empted the process a bit and volunteered 

to take the SW district for the next 2 years. Per NCLRA by-

laws, this is an open election process and by no means am I 

attempting to shoe myself into a position. If anyone is willing 

or interested, please contact Bill and Les and follow the 

NCLRA election guidelines for 2019. If nobody is knocking 

down the door, Iôm happy to take on this role for the next 2 

years. I want to send out a big thanks to Ron Duly, and Dave 

Hull who both took on this role over the last several years to 

show support for the SW District. 

RACING SCHEDULE:   We were a bit tardy in announcing 

our schedule this year. You should see it published in this 

newsletter. For several years, the LA speed fliers have been 

organizing the contests with the AMA and Whittier Narrows 

Park in El Monte, and we join them on all the sanctions. We 

typically have contests in Feb, April, June, Sept, Oct, and Dec. 

This year we dropped the June contest due to fatherôs day 

conflicts. The rest of the contests are now posted on the 

Torque Roll calendar. 

WEATHER REPORT:   Yes Virginia, there is winter in 

Southern California. California has been blessed with the 

ñPineapple Expressò this year. A big southerly shift in the jet 

stream brings the rains and snow to Central and Southern 

California. This is extremely important to a drought stricken 

state that has been suffering horrible wildfires for the last 

several years. The snowpack in the Sierras is currently at 130 

percent of normal, and our reservoirs are nearing capacity. 

Here in Southern California, we have had weeks of rain 

through January and February. It has been cold enough for a 

decent snowpack in the local San Bernardino Mountain Range 

in Los Angeles. This is all good news for the drought and 

environment, but it can make contests in February a bit 

trickyéééééé..hmmmmmmééééread on. 

 

CONTEST REPORT ï FEBRUARY 17, 2019:  

 

 It was definitely a cold Sunday morning for Los Angeles. My 

son Tristan and I showed up a bit later than usual because we 

went snowboarding in the local mountains all day Saturday, 

and we were beat up and tired. We showed up at the field 

around 9:30 and it was still cold, in the mid 40ôs. No one was 

in a big hurry to race, the guys were mostly hanging out and 

chatting and waiting for the sun to come out and warm things 

up a bit. It was a clear sunny day (for now) and the sun did 

warm things up a bit into the 50ôs. 

 

 
Tristan flying his Mouse 1 entry. 

 

MOUSE:  We started dragging mice onto the circle around 

10:00 am. I had a refurbished mouse and a pretty hot motor for 

Tristan. Read more about my mouse-capades in a separate 

article in this newsletter. Our good friend Dave Dawson came 

out to race after a several year hiatus. It was great to see Dave 

back at the field! He was having questionable success with his 

mouse because it had sat for so long. Tristan didnôt want to 

race 2 up today because heôs only 10 years old and 4ô-10ò and 

heôs a bit outclassed by our pilot buddy Dave Hull who is a 

full size adult. We all agreed to run Tristan 1 up to give him a 



race time. We went first and were off to a good start until the 

first pit. I got way too excited and zinged that little mouse 

outta the pit way too fastéééit torque rolled on the ground 

and spun around like a top. The wires got all messed up, so we 

pulled out of the circle. It was Daveôs turn next. Halfway thru 

the first tank the motor picked up. After the first pit, it finished 

strong and clocked a 3:17. Time for a pilots meeting. We all 

knew Tristan was running a fast mouse before Dad screwed up 

the pit, and we all knew that Dave could get a better time 

because his motor came to life halfway thru the first heat. 

Dave Hull offered Tristan a fresh set of lines so he could get a 

second heat time. Since Dave was on the circle, he took his 

second heat first while Tristan and I set up his mouse with a 

borrowed set of lines. Iôm not quite sure what happened, 

except that Daveôs mouse wouldnôt restart in the first pit. At 

some point, the heat was over, and that old mouse just didnôt 

repeat the first heat time. I think Dave Hull said it was a 

DNSTNR (Did Not Set the Needle Right). Now it was 

Tristanôs turn for a second heat. I told him, ñYou just run your 

race, bring the plane into the pit, and youôll win this thingò. 

Thatôs exactly what we did. Tristan ran out of fuel at 27 laps, 

and brought the plane right into the pit a like a seasoned vet. I 

had a quick pit, and I knew right away that Tristan would get 

his first ever win. He pulled thru 50 laps with a 2:50 and his 

first ever control line racing win of his young career. The guys 

went nuts!! He got high fives, and hugs from dad, and cheers 

and laughter. And Ron Duly surprised him with a blue 

ribbon!!! 

 

 
This is the Pitséat Whittier.  

 

 

 
Young Tristan celebrating his first win surrounded by his 

ñEntourageò. 

 

SCAR GOODYEAR:  We had a few new participants at 

todayôs race. As previously mentioned, Dave Dawson was 

back in the circle after many years of being MIA. His race 

partner Greg Kovach couldnôt make it, so Dave pitted for both 

Dave Hull and Ron Duly in opposite heats. (Boy, do those 

pilot guys just love it when a pit man comes back to the 

races!!) Our other new team were local stunt fliers John 

Wright and his pilot Mike Meadows. John has a Nemesis 

Sport Goodyear, and he has been coming out to some races on 

and off for the last few years. This is the first time that I am 

aware that he brought a new pilot with him. Our first heat was 

John and Mike, vs Dave Hull and Dave Dawson. The race got 

off to a rocky start. Dave and Dave got their plane started and 

the motor took a big fart. The plane almost died and was 

running on the wheels. Unfortunately, John didnôt notice and 

had the plane up in the air, flipping the prop. His pilot Mike 

also had the wires up in the air, so Dave did the limbo under 

the wires, all of a sudden, Daveôs motor came to life, but it 

was too lateé Dave and Mike did a big bear hug, and Daveôs 

plane did a weird wing-over and met the earth with a broken 

wing. That was the end of the first heat. Next heat; John and 

Mike stayed on the circle and Dave Dawson and Ron Duly 

came out. The next heat was going OK until the pits. Dave 

was having problems getting Ronôs plane started, and was 

sitting in the pits for quite a while. Mikeôs motor died, and he 

just couldnôt whip it all the way back to John, and it ended up 

right in front of the Dawson/Duly pit. John seemed frustrated, 

walked over to the plane and pulled it out of the circle, but 

kept walking to the pits. He simply didnôt understand that the 

race was still going, so we pulled the plug, and called that heat 

a big double DNF. WEATHER REPORTééééBlack 

clouds, and lots of weird wind was pulling iné.. Next Heat: 

Dave and Ron ran a 1-up with Ronôs plane to give him his 

second heat. Ron said the wind was really choppy. Tristan and 

I brought his sport Goodyear to the circle and flew 1 heat.  



 
Dave Hullôs Buster Sport Goodyear with Anhedral 

inboard wing. Not sure if the critter laying on the wing had 

anything to do with it, see column for details. 

 

Our needle was rich, but the wind was just howling, and the 

rain was sprinkling, and we decided that we had better quit 

while we could. Everyone started packing up rather quickly, 

and within a few minutes, a full blown rain storm was upon 

us. I think everyone just got their gear off the field and into 

their cars in just the nick of time. Everything went well except 

for the final results. I asked Ron for the contest results at the 

end of the race, and put them in my back pocket of my blue 

jeans. Well, guess what? My blue jeans and the contest results 

went thru the wash, and I destroyed the contest results. FINAL 

RESULTS: RON DID FINISH 100 LAPS, NOT SURE OF 

THE TIME, BUT WE CAN PROMISE IT WAS A ñCLEAN 

RACEò. (My washing machine ate my homework).  

WEATHER:  Itôs a shame the rain and wind pulled in so hard. 

Tristan didnôt get his chance to beat the Adults in Sport 

Goodyear, and we had enough SSR/FOX racers and Quickie 

Rats on the field for another 2 events. We could have raced 

deep into the afternoon, but Mother Nature pulled the plug on 

us. Our next race is in April, and we are almost guaranteed to 

have better weather. Until next timeé.oil your motors....get 

out you sunblock and get ready for April. 

 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE ASP 15's GONE?        

Bill Bischoff 

 
I've noticed that ASP 15's have been unavailable for a while 

from all the different sources that I know of. Recently, I sent 

an email to mikegoesflying.com to inquire. If you are not 

familiar with them, they are the current US 

importer/distributor of Magnum engines. Magnums are 

"private label" versions of the ASP engines, and identical 

other than the name.  

I asked them: 

"What's the latest on the availability of the XLS 15A? 

I believe someone told me that they were tooling up for a new 

model, and it would be out in April. I have also heard that the 

entire factory was being renovated..." 

Their reply, which they gave me permission to share, was: 

"(The) factory is moving and updating some older tooling. 

Not redesigning, just updating and moving. We are 

expecting new inventory to begin to be available in May. I 

do not yet have a production schedule so I don't know 

what will be available first."  

There's the explanation, from someone connected to the 

source. 

 

CNC CARVED WINGS          Bill Bischoff 
Here's an alternative to carving wings for your racers and 

speed planes. Ray Harvey in Australia is offering built, CNC 

carved wings and stabs. 

In Ray's own words "I can now produce wings and 

tailplanes that are shaped on a computer numeric 

controlled (CNC) router and can be any planform and 

shaped with any section, although I have my favourites. 

The finish and accuracy of these products has to be seen to 

be believed." 

 

 

 
High Quality CNC carved wings produced by Ray Harvey 

in Australia , see text for details. 

 

I recently ordered four Sport Goodyear wings and a Quickie 

Rat wing, and the quality was first rate. All of these were solid 

wings for external controls, but Ray also does wings with 

internal controls. All mine had symmetrical airfoils, and came 

with templates for the wing cutouts. Plus, they were shipped in 

a very nice wooden box. 

The cost for five wings, shipping, and extra insurance worked 

out to about $105 USD per wing. Ray quotes his prices in 

Australian dollars, so they look more expensive due to the 

exchange rate. I just let Paypal worry about that part. 

For full details, find Ray Harvey on Facebook, or email him at 

rdharveyaus@gmail.com. 

mailto:rdharveyaus@gmail.com


THE PINK POLECAT                 Bill Bischoff 

 
I built this Polecat for my girlfriend Kari when she decided 

she wanted to learn to fly and compete with the guys. 

Although she wanted it to be pink and have flowers, I think I 

came up with a color scheme such that I wouldn't be 

embarrassed to fly it myself. (And who knows, it may come to 

that someday.) 

The plane was built from one of Pat King's PDK kits. It went 

together fine, and worked perfectly from the very first flight. 

The balance point is 3/8" behind the LE at the tips. The one 

place on the plane where I went off script was on the chin 

scoop. I bent a 1/16" music wire outline to fit around the 1/8" 

ply scoop, and double glassed the assembly with 2 oz. cloth. It 

only took two tries to bend the wire properly. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

CONTEST CALENDAR  
NOTE! Confirm all contest details with Contest Director! 

NCLRA cannot be held responsible for errors or omissions! 

This calendar is compiled from data collected at the NCLRA 

website nclra.org. and other published sources.  

Members can log in to NCLRA.org and submit contest details. 

 

NORTHEAST DISTRICT  

 
Middlesex Modelers Of New Jersey 2019 Schedule 
 May 5            

Sportsman Clown Racing, Foxberg, Perky, Fox Speed  

(CD Ernie Evon) 
June 2           
Sportsman Clown Racing, Foxberg, Perky, Fox Speed (CD Tom 

Schaefer) 

October 13    
Sportsman Clown Racing, Foxberg, Perky, Fox Speed  

(CD Al Ferraro) 

 

South Jersey Aeromodelers 2019 Schedule 
April 21               

Sportsman Clown Racing, Foxberg, Perky, Fox Speed  

(CD Phil Valente) 

November 3      

Sportsman Clown Racing, Foxberg, Perky, Fox Speed (CD  Phil Valente) 

November 17  

Sportsman Clown Racing, Foxberg, Perky, Fox Speed (CD  Phil Valente) 

 

NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT  

None 

 

NORTHWEST DISTRICT  
April 12 -14 

Updated! Jim Walker Memorial Spring Tune-Up, Jim Walker 

Memorial Field, East Delta Park, Portland, Ore. 

Racing Friday Only 

Friday: Clown, Sportsman Clown, Northwest Sport and Northwest Super 

Sport Racing,  

Download a flyer with all the details or email for information. 

 

May 24-26 

Northwest Control-Line Regionals, Roseburg Regional Airport, 

Roseburg, Ore. 

Friday: Speed, Carrier, Old-Time Stunt, Beginner-Intermediate Precision 

Aerobatics, 15 Fast Combat. 

Saturday: Speed, Carrier, Classic Stunt, Profile Stunt, Scale, high-

performance 1/2-A Combat, 80mph Combat. 

Sunday: Carrier; Advanced-Expert Precision Aerobatics; AMA Fast 

Combat, Racing.  

Download a flyer with all the details or email for information.  

Download a discount advance entry form and an award sponsorship form. 

Lodging: The Hampton Inn near the flying site is the Regionals host 

hotel. For a special room rate, book online at the Regionals hotel 

registration website or call 1-800-HILTONS and mention the Northwest 

Regionals. Reserve by May 9 to be assured of the special rate. 

 

June 29 

Salem Speed & Racing Tune-Up, Bill Riegel Model Airpark, Salem, 

Ore., for Racing, Speed and Navy Carrrier events. Sponsored by Western 

Oregon Control-line Flyers. Details tentative. Email for information 

 

Oct. 5-6 
Fall Follies, Bill Riegel Model Airpark, Salem, Ore. Aerobatics, 

Racing and Combat. Sponsored by Western Oregon Control-line 

Flyers. Details tentative. Email for information. 

http://flyinglines.org/19.jw.flyer.pdf
mailto:sunshine@peak.org
mailto:radarrobert@gmail.com
http://flyinglines.org/19.reg.flyer.pdf
mailto:johnt4051@aol.com
http://flyinglines.org/19.advance.entry.pdf
http://flyinglines.org/19.trophy.form.pdf
https://bit.ly/2SNCq9Z
https://bit.ly/2SNCq9Z
http://flyinglines.org/wolf.html
http://flyinglines.org/wolf.html
mailto:zzclspeed@aol.com
http://flyinglines.org/wolf.html
http://flyinglines.org/wolf.html
mailto:zzclspeed@aol.com
mailto:radarrobert@gmail.com

