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TR PILOTS: L to R Dave Fischer, Alex Topunov, Patrick 

Hempel mix it up at the recent 2019 F2C Team Trials held 

on September 14-15. 
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Torque Roll Issue #146 

October 2019 

TO 



PRESIDENT - Bill Bischoff 
 

I confess. I've been staring at a blank page for a while now. I 

could congratulate the entire returning F2C team, but that's been 

covered inside. I could tell you that AMA is having a NATS 

planning meeting on October 12. Since that's the DMAA Fall 

Finale weekend, I won't be attending. Fortunately, Melvin 

Schuette will be there representing NCLRA. 

Since I mentioned the Fall Finale, let's talk about that. Three days 

of speed, seven racing events over two days, and this year, there's 

even combat on Saturday. We expect modelers from near and far. 

Then, a week later, there's the Virgil Wilbur contest in Los 

Angeles. Rumor has it that some of the Dallas attendees will be 

making appearances. Why not see for yourself? That's Dallas Oct 

11-13, then Whittier Narrows Oct 19-20. 

I am looking for volunteers to write an article about F2C. I don't 

mean a how to get started article, but more like a "show and tell" 

article. Explain the event to people with no familiarity with it. A 

similar article about diesel engines would be good, too. What 

does the compression adjustment do? How do you juggle the 

compression and needle settings? What's in the fuel? These types 

of questions. What do you say, ether sniffers? Anybody want to 

take this on? 

 

 

North Central  ï Paul Gibeault  

 
Greetings fellow racers!  

 

9th Lassogeier Luftzirkus report - Part 1 
 
I just got back from attending der 9th Lassogeier Lufrzirkus (Air 

Circus) in Niederkassel-Reidt, Germany.  

It truly was an epic adventure that started off with denied entrance 

into the first class airport lounge, a near missed flight, my model 

box not arriving in Frankfurt with me und going downhill from 

there... (ALL of course being "first world order" problems...)  

But it was still GREAT!    

 

What attracted me to this event was the fact that first (& most 

important) this is a non FAI  event contest, and features all their 

non FAI racing events. The field belongs to an r/c club, but lone 

C/L flier Axel Junghertz obtained permission to have this 9th 

Lassogeier Luftzirkus event (held every other year). The field was 

all prepared & marked by Thursday. It was a four ring Circus as 

combat, racing, stunt & scale were all going on at the same time. 

(Shades of the NW Regionals!) They unfortunately didn't have 

Navy Carrier as was hoped. All circles were flown off the cut 

grass. This grass caused for a fair bit of grief for nose heavy 

models and models with aft (pavement positioned) L/G 

placement.  

 

They have 2 classes of G/Y. One being the Limes (pronounced 

Lim-ess) event which is based on the (unofficial) Canadian Sport 

G/Y rules as flown by the Balsa Beavers Club in the Toronto area 

in Ontario. This class only allows the Sig Buster and Shoestring 

models with an O.S .15LA motor. I didn't enter that event. 

Their other "Indy" G/Y event allows for the use of inexpensive 

BB motors. Peter Grabenstein offered me his very nice Bill 

Bischoff designed 'Knotty Girl' model for my use. Thank you 

Peter!  

 

 
Pitman Gabriel Honnert (from Belgium) and Pilot Paul 

Gibeault with their  rented Knotty Girl G/Y  built by Peter 

Grabenstein. 

 

One problem is that (unlike us in North America) they are 

required to use mufflers. The muffler itself is not the big 

problem. I have proven in AMA competition previously that 

mufflers can be used successfully in Northwest Sport Race 

(NWSR) to work very well while offering reduced noise 

levels. The BIG problem I discovered with a muffler is that 

the C/G is now forward of the wing L/E! This condition 

caused the model to fly like a nose heavy schweinhund.  Any 

attempt at landing caused a dive to the ground with a 

subsequent nose over & cartwheel on the grass. I found that 

we had to add an ounce of tail weight & really needed to add 

even more for the model to balance properly. This caused me 

to really put Peter's Knotty Girl through the Timex torture test. 

In the end, my last flight flew with no rudder as it had broken 

off on the previous cartwheel landing! Still... I soldiered on for 

3rd Platz with my trusty pitman Gabriel (Gabby) Honnert, in 

spite of my aerobatic pit landings, 

 

It was interesting to see that Peter had an uncommanded 

shutoff problem with his Bill Bischoff shutoff on one of his 

models. Only having metric tools did not allow Peter to fix it 

initially. To the rescue was Paul G. with his North American 

4-40 driver. I quickly disassembled it, rebent the spring trip 

wire & we were back in business. I was also able to show 

Peter the patented Paul G 'wrap a rubber band from the shutoff 

to the NVA trick', for premature shutoff trip insurance. It then 

worked perfectly. Das ist gut!  

 

They also have their 5cc (.29) class they call Club 30. It uses 

models like the Goldberg Shoestring & such with sport .29's. 

It resembles our NW Sport Race, but they can use electric 

starters if they want. Contestant Willi Schmitz was short a 

pilot so I flew for him. It was quickly realized that the model 

just would not ROG without nosing over. So after the 2nd 

nose over, Willi just hand launched his Cassutt and away we 

went. We ended up in 2nd platz, but of course would have 

done much better without the nose overs! Willi had a hard 



time using his electric starter as his plastic spinner had broken 

earlier and with no spinner cone well, you just know the rest... 

 

Then there was Mause race. The less said the better, but that 

wouldn't be fair to you readers now, would it?  Like all 

catastrophic disasters it's never just one thing, it's all a bunch 

of little things that culminate into the " Grosse Katistrophe".  I 

guess I was a bit lazy in preparing. I had tested one good 

model/motor the previous weekend in Regina, Saskatchewan 

at the Moisuk C/L Fellowship event. 

 

 
Race winners at The 1st Cox International Mouse 

Race  (sorry, don't have all the names but Nice (Cox 

International) shirts though, right?  

 

There I learned the grass landing technique I would use in 

Germany. And, my motor ran fine on the 30% nitro fuel we 

would be using with my Grish Tornado black nylon prop. 

So I lazed back home until the day I had to leave and only 

then decided to test 2 more motors 2 hours before I had to 

leave for the airport. (Cutting her pretty fine there Gibeault...)  

Of which, one ran well, but the 3rd motor was down in power. 

No time for troubleshooting at this point. But I really only 

need one model right? (I fooled myself into thinking). 

I was smart to bring my own .012" X 35' braided lines even 

though Peter made me up a set of Spiderwire fishing lines for 

my #2 model. They worked well enough in flight, but I still 

prefer steel lines & Peter ended up breaking a set during the 

contest.  

 

So Friday evening we went out & tested my 2 models.  Model 

#1 worked right out of the gate with 50+ laps range & I 

smugly put it away. Model #2 ran fine also on the Spiderwire 

but only flew 28-29 laps.  So this engine would need a 

whipped lap or two, if I ended up using it in the 120 lap final. 

" Alles ist suhr gut "  I thought, as I put everything away. 

 

 

 
Master pitman Sebastien with his 3D printed Mause racer. 

Believe it! 

 

Then came the first official heats on Saturday. How was I to 

know what was in store for me?? No need of a test flight as 

everything had been worked out yesterday AND the test run in 

the pit was excellent.  On cue, Gabby started & hand launched 

me. I was smugly clipping along at high speed dreaming of a 

heat record when the engine suddenly quit after 7 laps! WTH I 

murmured (or something close, but not printable). Of course 

Gabby had to run & retrieve the model & attempt a restart 

after which was a blur in my memory. It didn't restart well, 

hold a setting or much anything else... I think we broke the 

Grish nylon prop too. "THIS IS MADNESS!" , I clearly recall 

my pitman Gabby saying.... and he was right! Nothing of mine 

was making sense today.  

 



 
German/Canadian/Belgium Racing Team with their prize 

winnings L-R  Peter Grabenstein (Ger) Paul Gibeault 

(Can) Gabriel Honnert (Bel)  

 

Ah well I though no problem, I still have Killer model #2.  In 

heat #2 I never had a chance. It started out with a hand launch 

into the dirt & culminated in a hole in my piston with a 

resulting DNF. 

ZOooo, das AMA record holder ended up in 4th platz, just out 

of the final. (Not knowing this, I mounted engine #3 on Model 

#1 & it test flew perfectly....of course! ) 

During one of the heats there was A LOT of commotion in a 

nearby pit. Lots of German words I didn't understand except 

for " Propellor!  "  I was holding a Cox nylon prop in my hand 

& gave it to  

Jan who bolted it on & won the final!  (Well....at least my Cox 

nylon prop made it to the final as a consolation). It would be 

safe to say that " I came, I saw, I was conquered ".  It was just 

not my day. 

In the final it was Jan Odeyn with his very nice but tiny Midge 

model,  Sebastien & Klaus with his 3D printed mause , and 

Peter & Willi  Schmitz with his fast Venom powered 

Streaker.  

The lonely Canadian, watched on as his butt had just been 

handed to him on a schnitzel platter...  (No my friends, truly 

the 'racing gods' were angry at me today...)   

 

Did I mention it was still FUN??  More details next issue... 

Here's a video of the 2019 

Luftzirkus.   https://youtu.be/RMWgSNdfXZM 

 

photo legend - All photos by Paul Gibeault 

 

 
To the victors the spoils... I still made out pretty well this 

time out (which included a nice gift basket from the 

organizer, Axel Junghertz) . 

RESULTS from the 2019  9th Lassogeier Luftzirkus  

(courtesy of Peter Grabenstein & Axel Junherz) 

 

1st International Cox Mouse Race  

1. Odeyn ï Selic                  B/D            Midget Racer  

2. Weigl ï Rätsch                D/D            Nemesis  

3. Grabenstein ï Schmitz    D/D            Streaker   

4. Thier ï Kunzke                D/D           (3D) Hummel  

5. Gibeault ï Honnert          Can/Lux     Streaker 

 

Mini ï Teamrace 

1st. Kunzke ï Schmitz       D/D     12.30.37     

Pole Cat/ PAW .09 1 BR 1,5cc  / Graupner SN 6x6 prop. 

2nd. Weigl ï Rätsch           D/D     13.04.40     

Nurfl ./ Wak1,5cc Graupner SN 6x6 prop. 

 

Limes ï Pokal ï Teamrace  (Goodyear PB engines) 

1. Odeyn ï Schmitz       B/D    7.41.49 Shoestring / OS 15 FP     

2. Weigl ï Selic             D/D       5 laps Shoestring / OS 15  

3. Fitz ï Grabenstein     D/D       1 lap   Shoestring / OS 15 FP 

 

Indy 15 (Goodyear w/ BB engines)  

1. Weigl ï Kunzke                D/D           6.17.16  

Shoestring/Magnum XL15 

2. Grabenstein ï Schmitz      D/D           7.20.31    

La Jollita / PH 15 CL  

3. Gibeault ï Honnert            Can/Lux    8.22  

KnottyGirl/Magnum15 XLS  

4. Kühschelm ï Schmidt        D/D           No Time 

Buster/OS Max 15 

 

Club 30 ( 5cc G/Y design Sport Race) 

 1. Grabenstein ï Honnert           D/Lux       8.12.56    

Shoestring / Thunder Tiger 28  

2. Gibeault ï Schmitz                  Can/D     14.52.08   

Cassutt / Thunder Tiger 28   

3. Kunzke ï Schmidt                    D/D        15.21.50  

Cassutt/ OS Enya SS30 

 

 

Midwest racing report - Tim Stone 

September 2019 
 
   I recently rejoined my old club, Treetown Modelaires.  In 

their heyday in the '70's when I was just a wee lad, they were 

one of the most formidable speed & racing clubs in the USA 

control line scene.  To drop a few new names, I grew up flying 

with Thornton Jones, John Tulach, Bob Phillips, Jerry Meyer, 

Bob Oge, Glen Lee, Tom Lauerman, Al Kelly, Ron Waldron, 

Bill Hughes, Dale Calvert, Ed Niemic, Mike Leone and many 

others I now fail to name.  All were and are my friends & 

mentors. I learned a lifetime of modeling & life skills from 

these fine men. 

 

   The club is still pretty solid with about 20? members and run 

several racing events annually.  In memory of Jerry Meyer, at 

their Labor day contest, Treetown runs a 100 lap, 2 pit Fox 

race event. Phyllis and Greg Meyer always turn out for this 

event.  When Jerry was running the event, the race consisted 

https://youtu.be/RMWgSNdfXZM


of 350 lap preliminaries with a 500 lap final. Typically, there 

would be a dozen or more teams entered.  

   Last year was strong with 13 entries.  This year, a series of 

events led to only 4 entries, but this will definitively increase 

next year with proper promotion & advance notice.  This event 

is flown over grass, so times are usually higher due to bent 

landing gear & the 'Pitman dash' to fetch a plane out of a 

divot. Its a fun event with lots of bumbles. 

   Short on entries, I pitted my entry & Stoo Willoughby flew 

for me.  Greg Meyer/Bob Oge pittting took the win. 

 

1st- Greg Meyer/Bob Oge 6:45 

2nd- Stoo Willoughby/Tim Stone 7:08 

3rd- Bob Oge/ Greg Meyer 7:16 

4th- Jim Schuette/Skip Spoula 8:59 

 

SKYRAY SPORT RACE 

 

 
The Pits at Treetown, Skyray Sport racers are among the 

many airplanes waiting their turn for flights.                                 

 
Tim Stoneôs new Skyray Sport Racer. Note the four-legged 

helper giving his approval to a job well done. 

 

   The very next weekend Treetown ran its 1/2 A contest 

featuring stunt, scale & a Skyray sport race. 100 lap, 35' lines, 

8cc tank, no spring starters, reed only general rules. Hand 

launch & grass flown leads to a fair amount of comedy. 

   9 teams entered and almost every club member pitched in to 

pit or fly (with some arm twisting!)  Most entries are non-racer 

types that only get to have this kind of fun once a year.  

 

1/2A Skyray sport Race Results: 
 

 
 

 

SOUTH CENTRAL - Bill Bischoff 

 
CONTEST REPORT, DALLAS AUGUST 31         
Saturday morning was breezy and overcast, with heavy rains in 

some areas. The rains visited the flying field for several hours, 

delaying the start of the contest until about 1:00 PM.  In the 

interest of expediency, we flew back to back finals in all events. 

We started with mouse race. Mike Greb had the only clean run to 

win with a 5:19. Gary James flew a brand-new airplane and 

engine, that had not even been run before contest day. Once he 

gets some tank issues sorted out, he should be right in the thick of 

things. Patrick Hempel had engine disassembly and self 

destruction issues, and Lester Haury's engine was just hateful. 



 
L to R timer Tom Walker, Lester Haury pitting Gary 

James' Fraed Naught, timer Patrick Hempel. 

 

 

 
Kari Jackson's Pink Polecat contest debut. Entered by Bill 

Bischoff. It won. Checkered bottom surfaces match Kari's 

Vans shoes. 

 

 
Bill Lee pits Patrick Hempel's Mirage. Jed Kusik and 

Lester Haury time. 

We had six entries in Sportsman Goodyear, including three fresh 

faces. Jeff Gitchel has only a few races under his belt, but looked 

like a seasoned veteran as he flew to second 

place. Gary James had a new Sport Goodyear design called the 

Fraed Naught. The real airplane won Reno in 2016. Gary was part 

of the design team. Gary did well flying his first Sport Goodyear 

race, and the airplane was interesting to watch. Former DMAA 

President Tom Walker, who hasn't competed in over 20 years, 

also debuted a new Sport Goodyear model of the well known 

Buster. Tom's Model follows the Sig kit outlines, but has been 

built to more contemporary construction methods and practices. 

Being a lefty makes pitting a bit of a challenge for Tom, who 

promises he will learn to pit right handed. 

I flew Kari's new pink Polecat in its first race as well. It flew, 

landed, and restarted well enough for it to take the win at 8:40 for 

160 laps. 

 

 
Bill Lee pits Jeff Gitchel's Margaret June. Sandra Lee and 

Jed Kusik time. 

 
It was late enough in the afternoon when Sport Goodyear finished 

that most everybody was willing to call it a day. Lester Haury still 

wanted to fly some more, so he flew Gary James' Quickie Rat 

solo to record the winning (and only) time in the event. 

Thanks as always to the CD Dale Gleason, event director Bill 

Lee, timers Sandra Lee, Linda Gleason, and the contestants who 

pitched in when they weren't racing. I must say I was encouraged 

by the new blood in Sport Goodyear. We had fun, and there were 

no disasters. I guess we all won! 

 

Mouse Race 

1)Mike Greb  5:19.08                                                                                                         

2)Gary James  6:13.77                                                                            

3)Patrick Hempel   98 laps                                                                          

4)Lester Haury  48 laps 

 

SPORTSMAN GOODYEAR 

1)Bill Bischoff  8:40.37                                                                              

2)Jeff Gitchel  9:09.64                                                                                       

3)Patrick Hempel  9:10.17                                                                                 

4)Mike Greb  9:48.01                                                  

5)Gary James               10:08.54                                                                           

6)Tom Walker               13:18.46 

 

QUICKIE RAT   

1)Gary James  7:57.66 


